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                          RIDGEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL 
 

                          627 East Ridgewood Ave., Ridgewood, New Jersey 07450 • 201.670.2800 • 201.670.6961 (f) 
 

 

April 2018 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and Students: 

 

Security 

Over the past several years, Ridgewood High School has taken many steps to make the school safer and 

more secure. To name just a few improvements, all exterior doors are locked, students have school-

issued ID swipe cards to enter the building, and, most recently, the District hired a school safety security 

officer.  

  

To ensure student and staff safety, we, as a school, practice 

drills two times per month for all types of emergency 

scenarios.  To maintain a secure environment, students are 

not to open the exterior doors for anybody including fellow 

students.  Visitors are to use the main entrance doors where 

they must sign in.   

  

The best way to prevent a tragedy is to address it before it occurs.  We ask everyone to say something if 

they see something.  It is the responsibility of all of us - teachers, staff, parents, and students - to speak 

up.  If there are concerns about inappropriate social media postings, please notify a parent, the police, or 

a faculty member.  And if someone is in need of some assistance, we have counselors, grade advisors, 

administrators, and teachers to help. 

   

RHS is a very safe, caring, and loving school.  By working together, we - teachers, parents, students, and 

the community - will continue to keep RHS the safe and nurturing place that it is. 

 

Summer School at RHS 

Enrichment, remedial, and new courses for credit are being offered through the RHS Summer School.   

Classes will begin on June 26 and run through July 26.  If you have any questions, please send an 

email to rhs-summerschool@ridgewood.k12.nj.us or call 201-670-2800 ex. 20660. 

 

Student Wellness and Family Time 

RHS has planned for two “blackout” periods with no school events scheduled during June 14 - June 19 

(final exams) and Saturday, July 28 - Sunday, August 5. With this in mind, all fall sports will begin on 

or after Monday, August 13 except JV and Varsity football, which will begin on Monday, August 6.  

Coaches will be sending a summer schedule letter to the appropriate families. 

 

Each individual sport or activity may also have additional weeks with no commitments built into the 

summer schedule.  Students will not be penalized for missing any pre-season practices or activities 

prior to the official start date. 

 

Est. 1892 
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Guidance 

In March, over 100 colleges and universities visited RHS for a College Fair to share information about 

their school with students and parents. 

 

The Advanced Placement Exams will run May 7-18. Please see your guidance counselor for a schedule. 

This year, 426 students will be taking 1,027 exams. 

 

Students currently in grades 8-11 have completed their online course requests. Students will work out 

course conflicts in June and receive their final schedules the week of August 27. Counselors will be 

available on September 4 to address scheduling conflicts. 

 

Arts 
The RHS Bands, Choirs, and Orchestras 

held their annual Spring Concerts at West 

Side Presbyterian Church on April 5 and 

April 18, respectively.  More than 450 

music students participated over the course 

of these two events performing to "standing 

room only" crowds that were brought to 

their feet by the end of the night.  The 

concerts were made possible through the 

fundraising efforts and donations of the 

RHS Band Association, Orchestra Parents, 

and Choir Parents in cooperation with the 

Ridgewood Friends of Music.  The music 

department is a particular source of pride 

within a very strong visual and performing 

arts program and it is always wonderful to hear music ensembles perform in a venue worthy of their 

high quality.  

 

In March, the New Players Company, with a cast of over 50 students, performed 42nd Street with great 

success.  The next production, Twelfth Night, will be May 10 - 12. 
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On May 20, the RHS Jazz Ensembles will present Jazz in the Wood, their annual jazz dinner concert 

featuring the RHS Big Band and Jazz Lab.  This year's event will take place at The Brickhouse 

Restaurant in Wyckoff and will feature the jazz bands playing along with guest artist Jerry Vivino, 

member of the house band, The Basic Cable Band, for the TBS late night program “Conan.” 

 

On the horizon is one of Fine and Applied Arts’ most spectacular events, Celebration of the Arts.  The 

celebration features over 1000 pieces of artwork, as well as dance and music performances.  On Friday, 

May 25, students and art teachers transformed the Carroll Art Gallery, Campus Center, and various other 

locations into an incredible display.  

 

Athletics 

The 2018 winter season was marked by a number of highlights and milestones for the RHS Athletic 

Department.  This past season saw the Boys & Girls Track programs and Boys & Girls Bowling teams 

capture the North I – A Sectional Titles. Boys 

and Girls Swimming won back-to-back 

Freedom Division Titles and both teams 

advanced to the Sectional Final round where 

they came up just short in the quest to win the 

championship.  Wrestling saw Luke 

Canonello, Jack Trevisan, and Bryan Calton 

advance to Regions with Bryan Calton 

earning his way down to the State 

Championship in Atlantic City. Michael 

Schretter surpassed the 1,000th point plateau 

for Boys Basketball becoming the first player 

to accomplish such a feat since 2004.  The 

Girls Alpine Ski Team finished second 

overall in the State Finals and Kaitlin Devir 

won the Eastern High School Championships in Giant Slalom and her sister Megan Devir placed 10th 

out of the 125 female racers and both finished in the top 25 in Slalom. 

 

Activities  
More than 100 students helped make the Asian Festival possible.  This year, the festival represented acts 

from five distinct Asian countries - Korea, India, the Philippines, China, and Japan.  Audience members 

were treated to a wide variety of dancing, martial arts demonstrations, and other displays of many 

beautiful and varied Asian cultures.  Proceeds from this year’s benefit went to Doctors Without Borders. 
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Final Exams 
On Wednesday, June 13, all periods will meet as an exam review day for students.  Final examinations 

will be administered to all students over four (4) days on Thursday, June 14 through Tuesday, June 19. 

There will be two (2) assessments given on each of the days indicated.   Final examinations will be 

administered in most subject areas. Students who do not have a scheduled exam are allowed to arrive 

late or leave early depending on their schedules.  The schedule is as follows: 

 

Time 
Thursday 

Jun 14 

Friday 

Jun 15 

  Monday 

Jun 18 

Tuesday 

Jun 19 

8:00 – 10:00 Period 1 Period 2 Period 3 Period 4 

11:30 – 1:30 Period 5 Period 6 Period 7 Period 8 

 

These extra thirty (30) minutes will allow teachers more time for lunch, students more time to eat and 

prep for the next exam, and will benefit special education students who use extended time. 

  

The cafeteria will be open for breakfast and snacks on the testing days.  Students who are bused to and 

from school will be picked up at the usual time in the morning and at 1:45 P.M. from school to return 

home. 

These assessments are extremely important to your child’s academic progress and it is vital that all 

students are present for their exams on the testing days.  If your child is ill and cannot attend an exam, 

please contact the teacher(s) or your child’s guidance counselor to arrange for a make-up time.  Only a 

doctor’s medical note will exempt students from the exams. 

Last Week of School 

Following exams, students will report to school on June 20 for a half-day schedule.   

 

Graduation practices will be held in the afternoons of June 18 and June 19.  Graduation will commence 

on Wednesday, June 20 at 5:00 P.M. 

Upcoming Events 

Tim Silvestri Presentation May 1 7:30 P.M. Campus Center 

New Players Production May 10-12 8:00 P.M. Little Theater 

Jazz in the Wood May 20 6:00 P.M. The Brickhouse Restaurant, Wyckoff 

Acapella Concert May 21 7:00 P.M. TBD 

Celebration of the Arts May 24 7:00 P.M. Campus Center/Little Theater 
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Spring Dance Concert May 30 7:30 P.M. Little Theater 

RHS Orchestra Year-end Concert May 31 7:30 P.M. Campus Center 

Senior Prom Jun 1 7:00 P.M.  Hoboken 

Senior Awards Ceremony Jun 5 7:30 P.M.  Campus Center 

RHS Choir Year-end Concert Jun 6 7:30 P.M. Campus Center 

Tunes in June Concert Jun 7 8:00 P.M.  Kasschau Memorial Shell 

 

Final Words 

As Spring has finally greeted us, it is important to keep students focused on the final quarter of school.  

Finishing up strong and on a positive note is a great way to journey into the summer. 

 

Respectfully, 

 
Thomas A. Gorman, Ed.D. 


